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SF by Women, 2001-2010
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Index to discussions about women in sf that took place here and elsewhere in Autumn 2010. The initial
impetus for the discussion was Tricia Sullivan’s observation that only one woman has won the Arthur C
Clarke Award in the last decade, compared to five in the previous decade. As a partial response to this
imbalance, I ran a poll to determine the top ten science fiction novels by women published 2001-2010 (by
writers of any nationality, in any country). In total, 101 people participated (each sending up to ten
nominations), and I presented the results in a “Focus Week™ at the start of December 2010. Please feel free
to email with any questions.

e Background

o Geek Syndicate interview with Tricia Sullivan that highlights the paucity of women winning
the Clarke Award recently
o “Women and the Clarke” discussion
o “Planning and Polling*: the launch of the poll to determine the best recent sf novels by women,
as a partial response to Gollancz’s all-male Future Classics promotion
o “Lists and Conversations*: links to discussions elsewhere
e Personal top tens and discussion elsewhere
o Jo Walton at Tor.com
Liviu Suciu at Fantasy Book Ceritic
Cheryl Morgan
Tansy Rayner Roberts
Discussion at 109
Martin Wisse
“Women and Black Static” by David Hebblethwaite
Paul Kincaid on six women sf writers
Summary by Martin Lewis
L Timmel Duchamp
Marianne de Pierres
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Snickelish

alitheapipkin
Stella Matutina

Richard at Solar Bridge
Joe Sherry (and comment on the final list)

My personal top ten

UFO in Her Eyes by Xiaolu Guo

The Carhullan Army by Sarah Hall

Life by Gwyneth Jones

Oh Pure and Radiant Heart by Lydia Millet

Hav by Jan Morris

Living Next-Door to the God of Love by Justina Robson
Not Before Sundown by Johanna Sinisalo

Maul by Tricia Sullivan

The Modern World by Steph Swainston

In Great Waters by Kit Whitfield

e The Focus Week
o “I Declare This Focus Week Open*: including some details of the voting population
o The Future Classics: the top ten from 101 sets of nominations

o

o

o

o

1 The Carhullan Army by Sarah Hall

2 Maul by Tricia Sullivan

3 Natural History by Justina Robson

4 The Time-Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger

5= Spirit by Gwyneth Jones and Speed of Dark by Elizabeth Moon

7 Life by Gwyneth Jones

8 Lavinia by Ursula K Le Guin

9 Farthing by Jo Walton

10= Bold as L.ove by Gwyneth Jones and City of Pearl by Karen Traviss

Other analysis of the data

“The 2010 contenders*: books published in 2010 that didn’t have quite enough support to
make the top 10

“The Ones That Got Away“: books from just outside the eligible period

“Top Ten Writers*: aggregating votes by writer rather than by book

“Yet More Top Tens*: lists for UK, US and rest of the world

“The List*: every book that received at least one nomination

Book discussions

Ancient Light by Mary Gentle, with Duncan Lawie
Lightborn by Tricia Sullivan, with Nic Clarke, David Hebblethwaite, and Nick Hubble

Reviews

Essay

Zoo City by Lauren Beukes
Four Stories by Nina Allan
Birdbrain by Johanna Sinisalo

The Flowers of War: Sarah Hall’s The Carhullan Army by Nick Hubble (from Vector
258)

Link round-ups

Linking it Real (Tuesday)
Linking Out (Wednesday)
Going Linker (Thursday)
Chasing the Links (Friday)
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o Loose Ends: final links, a top ten including series, and other wrap-up notes
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5 Responses to “SF by Women, 2001-2010”

1. Loose Ends « Torque Control Says:
December 12, 2010 at 1:11 pm

[...] SF by Women, 2001-2010 [...]

2. A challenge found, possibly « It Doesn't Have To Be Right... Says:
December 14,2010 at 12:11 pm

[...] Control’s Women in SF Week has inspired me to read twelve science fiction novels by women
writers during 2011 as my reading [...]

3. Sister-Stories | Lou Morgan Says:
January 12. 2011 at 8:10 pm

[...] the idea of sexism in publishing in a post yesterday, and brought up a recent online discussion of
women in SF which opens the debate up even further: if we go back to the question of whether
women want to tell [...]

4. Tricia Sullivan ziet schrijfsters verdwijnen uit science fiction « De Zesde Clan Says:
January 15. 2011 at 5:26 pm

[...] in een nieuwe serie met heruitgaven van tien SF-klassieke romans. De site Torque Control heeft
een goed overzicht van de hele discussie over schrijfsters en [...]

5. A Year Of Reading Women « Everything Is Nice Says:
January 22. 2011 at 1:13 pm

[...] these fine words? Well, I never really followed up on them. Niall Harrison’s focus week on
women in SF came and went and, though I voted in his future classics poll, I didn’t take part in any

[...]

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Name *

Email *

Website


http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/sf-by-women-2001-2010/?share=stumbleupon&nb=1
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/sf-by-women-2001-2010/?share=digg&nb=1
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2010/12/12/loose-ends/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/sf-by-women-2001-2010/#comments
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2010/12/12/loose-ends/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/sf-by-women-2001-2010/#comment-86888
http://iansales.com/2010/12/14/a-challenge-found-possibly/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/sf-by-women-2001-2010/#comment-87027
http://loummorgan.wordpress.com/2011/01/12/sister-stories/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/sf-by-women-2001-2010/#comment-88913
http://dezesdeclan.wordpress.com/2011/01/15/tricia-sullivan-ziet-schrijfsters-verdwijnen-uit-science-fiction/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/sf-by-women-2001-2010/#comment-89046
http://everythingisnice.wordpress.com/2011/01/22/a-year-of-reading-women/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/sf-by-women-2001-2010/#comment-89405

Comment /4
You may use these HTML tags and attributes: <a href="" title=""> <abbr title=""> <acronym

title=""> <b> <blockquote cite=""> <cite> <code> <pre> <del datetime=""> <em> <i> <g
cite=""> <strike> <strong>

| Post Comment |

[ Notify me of follow-up comments via email.
1 Send me site updates

Blog at WordPress.com. Theme: Garland by Steven Wittens and Stefan Nagtegaal.

L l SearcE]

o A discussion about ...

"Divining Light" by Ted Kosmatka

28 Weeks Later

Ancient Light by Mary Gentle

Flood by Stephen Baxter

Kelly Link (Wiscon panel transcript)

Lavinia by Ursula I.e Guin

Life by Gwyneth Jones

Lightborn by Tricia Sullivan

Matter by Iain M Banks

River of Gods by Ian McDonald

Swiftly by Adam Roberts

The 2009 Hugo Award short fiction nominees

The Ant King and Other Stories by Benjamin Rosenbaum
The City & The City by China Mieville

The King’s Last Song by Geoff Ryman

The language of fantasy (Worldcon 2009 panel notes)
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« Autumn Short Story Club

o 2009 schedule and discussions
o 2010 schedule and discussions

« Baroque Cycle Reading Group

o Book 1: Quicksilver
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o Book 2: King of the Vagabonds
o Book 3: Odalisque
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BSFA News
Focus

Index
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« Earlier Reviews

2009 Short Fiction (Strange Horizons. 2010)

Abercrombie. Joe: Best Served Cold (Strange Horizons. 2009)
Adolphsen. Peter: Machine

Allan. Nina: Four Stories

Anderson. Poul: The Broken Sword

Bacigalupi. Paolo: “Pop Squad”

Bacigalupi. Paolo: “The Gambler”

Bacigalupi, Paolo: The Windup Girl (Strange Horizons, 2009)
Barzak. Christopher: “The Guardian of the Egg”

Baxter. Stephen: “The Siege of Earth”

Baxter. Stephen: Ark

Baxter. Stephen: Flood (IROSF, 2008)

Bear, Elizabeth and Bull. Emma: Shadow Unit, Season One
Beckett., Chris: Marcher (Strange Horizons, 2009)

Berman, Judith: Bear Daughter (Vector, 2006)

Beukes. Lauren: Zoo City

Block. Stefan Merrill: The Story of Forgetting

Bowes. Richard: “Dust Devil on a Quiet Street”

Bradley. Marion Zimmer: The Heritage of Hastur

Brunner. John: Stand on Zanzibar

Buckner. M.M.: Watermind

Budz. Mark: Idolon (Strange Horizons, 2006)

Cashore, Kristin: Graceling

Chabon. Michael: Maps and Legends (Fruitless Recursion, 2008)
Cornell, Paul: Human Nature

Cox. Andy: Interzone 2009

Crowther, Peter and Gevers. Nick: This is the Summer of Love
Cunningham. Michael: Specimen Days

Cusk. Rachel: Arlington Park

Dasgupta. Rana: Tokyo Cancelled

Datlow, Ellen: Subterranean 7

Desai, Kiran: The Inheritance of I.oss

di Filippo. Paul: “Femaville 29"

Doctorow, Cory: Little Brother

Duchamp, L. Timmel: “The World and Alice”
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Duchamp. L. Timmel: The Grand Conversation (Coalescent, 2005)
Duncan, Hal: Vellum (Coalescent, 2005)

Durham. David Anthony: The Other L.ands (Acacia 2: Strange Horizons. 2010)
Durham, David Anthony: The War With The Mein (Acacia 1)
Egan. Greg: “Glory”

Evaristo. Bernadine: Blonde Roots

Film: Children of Men

Film: Serenity (Strange Horizons. 2005)

Fisk. Nicholas: Sweets from a Stranger

Five Space Operas (Coalescent, 2004)

Ford. Jeffrey: “The Night Whiskey”

Gentle. Mary: Golden Witchbreed

Gilman, Greer: “Down the Wall”

Goto. Hiromi: Hopeful Monsters

Grant, Gavin J.: “Yours, etc.”

Guo. Xiaolu: 20 Fragments of a Ravenous Youth

Guo. Xiaolu: A Concise Chinese-English Dictionary for L.overs
Guo. Xiaolu: UFO in Her Eyes

Hardinge. Frances: Fly by Night (Vector. 2006)

Hardinge. Frances: Gullstruck Island

Harkaway. Nick: The Gone-Away World

Harrell, Stephanie: “The Girl Reporter”

Hill, Joe: “Bobby Conroy Comes Back From the Dead”

Hill, Joe: 20th Century Ghosts (IROSF, 2006)

Hunt, Samantha: The Invention of Everything Else (IROSF, 2009)
Ishiguro. Kazuo: Never Let Me Go (Coalescent. 2005)

Jah, Muhammad Husain (trans. Musharraf Ali Farooqi). Hoshruba: The LL.and and the Tilism
Jones. Gwneth: Kairos

Kay. Guy Gavriel: Under Heaven

Kelly. James Patrick and Kessel. John (eds.): Feeling Very Strange (Strange Horizons, 2006)
Kress, Nancy: Steal Across the Sky (Strange Horizons. 2009)

Kunzru, Hari: Transmission (Coalescent, 2004)

Kynge. James: China Shakes the World

Lanagan. Margo: “The Goosle”

Lanagan, Margo: Black Juice

Lanagan. Margo: Tender Morsels

Leiber, Fritz: Swords Against Deviltry

Link, Kelly: “Light”

Link, Kelly: “The Surfer”

Link, Kelly: Stranger Things Happen (Coalescent. 2004)

Liwellyn, David: Everything is Sinister
Lovegrove. James: Provender Gleed (IROSF. 2005)

Macleod. Ian R: “New Light on the Drake Equation” (EDSF. 2005)
MacLeod. Ian R: Past Magic (Strange Horizons, 2006)
Macleod. Ian R: Song of Time

Macl.eod. Ken: Learning the World (Strange Horizons, 2005)

Malley, Gemma: The Returners
Mantel. Hilary: Beyond Black

McAuley. Paul: The Quiet War
McDonald, Ian: “The Djinn’s Wife”
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McDonald. Ian: Cyberabad Days

McEwan. lan: Saturday (Coalescent, 2005)

McHugh. Maureen F.: “Special Economics”

McHugh, Maureen: China Mountain Zhang (Instant Fanzine, 2006)
Mendlesohn. Farah (ed.): Polder (Strange Horizons, 2006)

Meyer, Stephenie: The Host

Mieville, China: Looking for Jake

Mitchell. David: Black Swan Green (Coalescent, 2006)

Moorcock. Michael: Elric, The Stealer of Souls

Morgan, Richard: The Steel Remains

Murakami. Haruki: After Dark

Ness, Patrick: The Ask & The Answer

Ness, Patrick: The Knife of Never I etting Go

Oveyemi. Helen: The Opposite House (Strange Horizons, 2007)
Oveyemi. Helen: White is for Witching

Palmer, Dexter: The Dream of Perpetual Motion (Strange Horizons, 2010)
Parker, K.J.: The Company (Strange Horizons, 2009)

Philips. Julie: James Tiptree Jr — The Double Life of Alice B Sheldon

Phillips. Holly: In the Palace of Repose (Vector, 2006)
Pietroni, Anna Lawrence: Ruby's Spoon (Strange Horizons. 2010)

Priest., Christopher: The Prestige (Instant Fanzine, 2006)
Reed. Robert: “A Billion Eves”

Reynolds. Alastair: “Understanding Space and Time”
Reynolds. Alastair: House of Suns

Rickert, M.: “Evidence of L.ove in a Case of Abandonment”
Rickert, M.: “You have never been here”

Rickert, M.: Map of Dreams (Strange Horizons, 2007)

Roberts, Adam: The Snow (The Alien Online, 2004)
Roberts. Adam: Yellow Blue Tibia

Robson. Justina: “I.egolas Does The Dishes”

Robson. Justina: Chasing the Dragon (Strange Horizons. 2010)

Robson. Justina: Living Next-Door to the God of L.ove (Foundation. 2006)
Russ, Joanna: How to Suppress Women’s Writing (Coalescent, 2005)
Russ, Joanna: The Adventures of Alyx

Russ, Joanna: The Female Man (Instant Fanzine., 2006)

Russell, Mary Doria: Dreamers of the Day (Strange Horizons. 2008)
Ryan, Carrie: The Forest of Hands and Teeth

Ryman, Geoff: Interzone 216
Ryman, Geoff: The King’s Last Song (Bookslut, 2006)
Scholes. Ken: LLong Walks, Last Flights and Other Strange Journeys (Strange Horizons, 2009)

Schwartz, David J: Superpowers

Shaw, Ali: The Girl with Glass Feet

She. Lao: Cat Country

Shepard. Lucius: “The I epidopterist”

Sherman, Delia: “La Fee Verte”

Simner, Janni I ee: Bones of Faerie

Singh. Vandana: “Hunger”

Singh., Vandana: The Woman Who Thought She Was A Planet and Other Stories
Sinisalo, Johanna: Birdbrain

Smith. Ali: The Accidental (Coalescent. 2006)
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Smith. Ali: The Whole Story and Other Stories (Coalescent 2005)
Stephenson. Neal: Anathem
Stephenson. Neal: Anathem (IROSF. 2008)

Stevenson, Jennifer: Trash Sex Magic (Coalescent, 2005)

Story Notes 1

Story Notes 2

Story Notes 3

Strahan, Jonathan: Eclipse 1

Strahan, Jonathan: The Best Science Fiction and Fantasy of the Year. Volume Two

Swainston, Steph: Above the Snowline
Swirsky. Rachel: Four Stories

Talbot, Bryan: Alice in Sunderland

Theatre: A Matter of Life and Death

Theroux. Marcel: Far North (IROSF. 2009)

Tidhar, Lavie: “My Travels with Al-Qaeda”

Tiptree Jnr, James: Her Smoke Rose Up Forever (Coalescent, 2005)
Tiptree Jr. James: “The Color of Neanderthal Eves”

TV: Battlestar Galactica: “Lay Down Your Burdens” (Coalescent. 2006)
TV: Dollhouse: “Ghost”

TV: Dollhouse: "The Hollow Men"

TV: Heroes: “Genesis”

TV: My Science Fiction Life

TV: The Martians and Us: From Apes to Aliens

TV: The Martians and Us: The End of the World

TV: The Martians and Us: Trouble in Paradise

TV: The West Wing: “The Debate” (Coalescent., 2005)

TV: Torchwood: Children of Earth

TV: Veronica Mars: “Veronica Mars is Smarter Than You” (Coalescent, 2005)
Valente. Catherynne M.: “A Gray and Soundless Tide”

Valente, Catherynne M: Palimpsest
Valente. Catherynne M: Yume No Hon (Strange Horizons. 2006)
van Trover. Gene and Davis. Grania (eds.): Speculative Japan (Strange Horizons. 2008)

Wade, Kimberley Todd: Making Love in Madrid
Watts, Peter: Blindsight (Bookslut, 2006)

Wexler, Robert Freeman: Circus of the Grand Design (Strange Horizons, 2006)
Whitfield, Kit: In Great Waters

Williams, Liz: Winterstrike

Wilson. Robert Charles: Julian (Strange Horizons. 2007)

Wolfe. Gary K: Bearings

Wooding. Chris: Retribution Falls

Youmans, Marly: “Concealment Shoes”
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« Elsewhere

32 Degrees
A Curious Singularity

A Generous Reading

A Journal of Impropriety
A Subtle Knife

A Work in Progress
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Accelerating Future
Acephalous

Afrocyberpunk

All the Worlds' Books
Ambling Along the Aqueduct
Archaeology of the Future
Asking The Wrong Questions
Association List

Asylum

Becca’s Blog

Ben’s Blog
Big Blog Of Cheese

Big Dumb Object

Biology in Science Fiction
Black Pot Mojo

Bold as Love

Book World

Books Writing Jazz Painting
Bookslut

Bowing to the Future

Brave New Words

Break of Day in the Trenches
Brutal Women

Chasing Ray

Chrononautic Log

Coffee & Ink
Conversational Reading
Critical Mass

Crooked Timber

Cultural I earnings

Dark Echo

Dead Cities

Deep Genre
Eagle’s Path

Ecstatic Days
Emerald City Blog

Endicott Redux

Eve’s Alexandria
Everything Is Nice
Excessive Candour
Fantasy Book Critic
Fantasy Debut

Feminist SF — The Blog!
FerretBrain

File 770

From The Heart of Europe
Futurismic

Fyrefly’s Book Blog
Goblin Mercantile Exchange
Gollancz Blog
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Graham Sleight

Grumpy Old Bookman
Guardian A&E

Harkaway’s Occasionalities
Hub

I Read A Short Story Today
Illusory Reality

In the Plane of the Ecliptic
Jasminembla’s Fantasy Blog
Jayne’s World

Jim Mann’s Reviews and Comments
John Jarrold

Lavinia Shadows

Lingua Fantastika

Locus Features

Locus Roundtable
London-Sydney Transmat

Long Sunday

Lorem Ipsum
Lost Pages Found Pages

Loud Thoughts

Madwoman in the Attic
Making Light

Maud Newton

Meditations in an Emergency
Meme Therapy

Memorabilia Antonina
Musings

My Life In Books
Mysterious Outposts

Nalo Hopkinson
Nature Newsblog

Neverscapes
No Fear of the Future

No Moods. Ads or Cutesy Fucking Icons (Reloaded)

Not a Journal

Notes From Coode Street
Now What

Object Does Buffy

OF Blog of the Fallen
Of Books and Bicycles
On an Other Life

Open Letters

Orion

Other Stories

Other Things

Outside of a Dog
Overnight To Many Distant Cities
Oz and Ends
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