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Reading Future Classics by Women
January 20, 2011 — Shana

As I mentioned last week, one of my projects for this year is to read through the eleven books voted by
Torque Control readers as the best science fiction novels written by women between 2001 and 2010.
Hopefully, some of you will be joining me in this!

Each month, I will post a reminder at the beginning of the month, along with a bit of background discussion.
In the second half of the month, I will host a discussion of the book here. I’ll post round-ups of reviews and
discussion elsewhere of the novels too, whether recent or from previous years. Sometimes there will be
contributions exploring a novel from other people, and I would certainly welcome others. (Niall has
volunteered!)

There’s no great incentive to read this list in ranked order. I suspect some of the rankings are a very close
thing, and the given order of the list is no authority for subjective quality. So instead, this will be a
chronological project. I’ve gone with global chronological dates instead of their publication dates in the UK
in particular. Life has yet to be published here, and some of us are occasionally prone to reading books on
import instead of waiting for the possibility of local publication. Further, a major proportion of the poll
participants were based outside of the UK, and so this country’s publication schedule does not necessarily
affect the local availability of a given novel for them.

(It’s been an interesting challenge: I had no idea how hard it was going to be to figure out the month in
which some of these books were published.)

So here’s the schedule:

February Bold as Love, by Gwyneth Jones
March The Speed of Dark, by Elizabeth Moon
April Natural History, by Justina Robson
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May The Time-Traveler’s Wife, by Audrey Niffennegger
June Maul, by Tricia Sullivan
July City of Pearl, by Karen Traviss
August Life, by Gwyneth Jones
September Farthing, by Jo Walton
October The Carhullan Army/Daughters of the North, by Sarah Hall
November Lavinia, by Ursula Le Guin
December Spirit, by Gwyneth Jones

Posted in Book Discussion, Future Classics, SF. Tags: Books, womensf. 7 Comments »

7 Responses to “Reading Future Classics by Women”

1. Female Empowerment Does NOT Equal Man Bashing! | Bitchie Life Says: 
January 20, 2011 at 8:47 pm

[...] Reading Future Classics by Women « Torque Control [...]

2. Martin Says: 
January 21, 2011 at 11:33 am

This is brilliant, Shana. I will definitely be taking part in June and December.

3. iansales Says: 
January 21, 2011 at 3:50 pm

A few weeks ago, I decided to do the same, although I chose different books – see here. January’s
review is already up here.

4. Tansy Rayner Roberts Says: 
January 22, 2011 at 5:38 am

It’s pretty awesome that the Justina Robson novel falls in April since that is the month she will be the
GOH at Swancon in Perth, Australia!

I’ll definitely be trying to join you for some of these, there are several I have been meaning to read,
and at least one on my To Read shelf right now…

5. A Year Of Reading Women « Everything Is Nice Says: 
January 22, 2011 at 1:13 pm

[...] of the blocks was Ian Sales and now Shana Worthen, the new editor of Vector, will be running a
monthly discussion group for each of the eleven novels on the future classics poll. So I’d like to treat
my year of [...]
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6. Shana Says: 
January 22, 2011 at 8:35 pm

Ian and Martin: It’s the year of book-of-the-month reading!

Tansy: What fortunate timing!

7. January Review Round-Up « Torque Control Says: 
January 30, 2011 at 6:52 pm

[...] Reading Future Classics by Women [...]
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"Divining Light" by Ted Kosmatka
28 Weeks Later
Ancient Light by Mary Gentle
Flood by Stephen Baxter
Kelly Link (Wiscon panel transcript)
Lavinia by Ursula Le Guin
Life by Gwyneth Jones
Lightborn by Tricia Sullivan
Matter by Iain M Banks
River of Gods by Ian McDonald
Swiftly by Adam Roberts
The 2009 Hugo Award short fiction nominees
The Ant King and Other Stories by Benjamin Rosenbaum
The City & The City by China Mieville
The King’s Last Song by Geoff Ryman
The language of fantasy (Worldcon 2009 panel notes)

Autumn Short Story Club
2009 schedule and discussions
2010 schedule and discussions

Baroque Cycle Reading Group
Book 1: Quicksilver
Book 2: King of the Vagabonds
Book 3: Odalisque

BSFA Links
BSFA
BSFA News
Focus
Index
Matrix
Vector

Earlier Reviews
2009 Short Fiction (Strange Horizons, 2010)
Abercrombie, Joe: Best Served Cold (Strange Horizons, 2009)
Adolphsen, Peter: Machine
Allan, Nina: Four Stories
Anderson, Poul: The Broken Sword
Bacigalupi, Paolo: “Pop Squad”
Bacigalupi, Paolo: “The Gambler”
Bacigalupi, Paolo: The Windup Girl (Strange Horizons, 2009)
Barzak, Christopher: “The Guardian of the Egg”
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Baxter, Stephen: “The Siege of Earth”
Baxter, Stephen: Ark
Baxter, Stephen: Flood (IROSF, 2008)
Bear, Elizabeth and Bull, Emma: Shadow Unit, Season One
Beckett, Chris: Marcher (Strange Horizons, 2009)
Berman, Judith: Bear Daughter (Vector, 2006)
Beukes, Lauren: Zoo City
Block, Stefan Merrill: The Story of Forgetting
Bowes, Richard: “Dust Devil on a Quiet Street”
Bradley, Marion Zimmer: The Heritage of Hastur
Brunner, John: Stand on Zanzibar
Buckner, M.M.: Watermind
Budz, Mark: Idolon (Strange Horizons, 2006)
Cashore, Kristin: Graceling
Chabon, Michael: Maps and Legends (Fruitless Recursion, 2008)
Cornell, Paul: Human Nature
Cox, Andy: Interzone 2009
Crowther, Peter and Gevers, Nick: This is the Summer of Love
Cunningham, Michael: Specimen Days
Cusk, Rachel: Arlington Park
Dasgupta, Rana: Tokyo Cancelled
Datlow, Ellen: Subterranean 7
Desai, Kiran: The Inheritance of Loss
di Filippo, Paul: “Femaville 29″
Doctorow, Cory: Little Brother
Duchamp, L. Timmel: “The World and Alice”
Duchamp, L. Timmel: The Grand Conversation (Coalescent, 2005)
Duncan, Hal: Vellum (Coalescent, 2005)
Durham, David Anthony: The Other Lands (Acacia 2; Strange Horizons, 2010)
Durham, David Anthony: The War With The Mein (Acacia 1)
Egan, Greg: “Glory”
Evaristo, Bernadine: Blonde Roots
Film: Children of Men
Film: Serenity (Strange Horizons, 2005)
Fisk, Nicholas: Sweets from a Stranger
Five Space Operas (Coalescent, 2004)
Ford, Jeffrey: “The Night Whiskey”
Gentle, Mary: Golden Witchbreed
Gilman, Greer: “Down the Wall”
Goto, Hiromi: Hopeful Monsters
Grant, Gavin J.: “Yours, etc.”
Guo, Xiaolu: 20 Fragments of a Ravenous Youth
Guo, Xiaolu: A Concise Chinese-English Dictionary for Lovers
Guo, Xiaolu: UFO in Her Eyes
Hardinge, Frances: Fly by Night (Vector, 2006)
Hardinge, Frances: Gullstruck Island
Harkaway, Nick: The Gone-Away World
Harrell, Stephanie: “The Girl Reporter”
Hill, Joe: “Bobby Conroy Comes Back From the Dead”
Hill, Joe: 20th Century Ghosts (IROSF, 2006)
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Hunt, Samantha: The Invention of Everything Else (IROSF, 2009)
Ishiguro, Kazuo: Never Let Me Go (Coalescent, 2005)
Jah, Muhammad Husain (trans. Musharraf Ali Farooqi), Hoshruba: The Land and the Tilism
Jones, Gwneth: Kairos
Kay, Guy Gavriel: Under Heaven
Kelly, James Patrick and Kessel, John (eds.): Feeling Very Strange (Strange Horizons, 2006)
Kress, Nancy: Steal Across the Sky (Strange Horizons, 2009)
Kunzru, Hari: Transmission (Coalescent, 2004)
Kynge, James: China Shakes the World
Lanagan, Margo: “The Goosle”
Lanagan, Margo: Black Juice
Lanagan, Margo: Tender Morsels
Leiber, Fritz: Swords Against Deviltry
Link, Kelly: “Light”
Link, Kelly: “The Surfer”
Link, Kelly: Stranger Things Happen (Coalescent, 2004)
Llwellyn, David: Everything is Sinister
Lovegrove, James: Provender Gleed (IROSF, 2005)
MacLeod, Ian R: “New Light on the Drake Equation” (EDSF, 2005)
MacLeod, Ian R: Past Magic (Strange Horizons, 2006)
MacLeod, Ian R: Song of Time
MacLeod, Ken: Learning the World (Strange Horizons, 2005)
Malley, Gemma: The Returners
Mantel, Hilary: Beyond Black
McAuley, Paul: The Quiet War
McDonald, Ian: “The Djinn’s Wife”
McDonald, Ian: Cyberabad Days
McEwan, Ian: Saturday (Coalescent, 2005)
McHugh, Maureen F.: “Special Economics”
McHugh, Maureen: China Mountain Zhang (Instant Fanzine, 2006)
Mendlesohn, Farah (ed.): Polder (Strange Horizons, 2006)
Meyer, Stephenie: The Host
Mieville, China: Looking for Jake
Mitchell, David: Black Swan Green (Coalescent, 2006)
Moorcock, Michael: Elric, The Stealer of Souls
Morgan, Richard: The Steel Remains
Murakami, Haruki: After Dark
Ness, Patrick: The Ask & The Answer
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