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Reading Future Classics by Women

January 20,2011 — Shana

As I mentioned last week, one of my projects for this year is to read through the eleven books voted by
Torque Control readers as the best science fiction novels written by women between 2001 and 2010.
Hopefully, some of you will be joining me in this!

Each month, I will post a reminder at the beginning of the month, along with a bit of background discussion.
In the second half of the month, I will host a discussion of the book here. I’ll post round-ups of reviews and
discussion elsewhere of the novels too, whether recent or from previous years. Sometimes there will be
contributions exploring a novel from other people, and 1 would certainly welcome others. (Niall has
volunteered!)

There’s no great incentive to read this list in ranked order. I suspect some of the rankings are a very close
thing, and the given order of the list is no authority for subjective quality. So instead, this will be a
chronological project. I’ve gone with global chronological dates instead of their publication dates in the UK
in particular. Life has yet to be published here, and some of us are occasionally prone to reading books on
import instead of waiting for the possibility of local publication. Further, a major proportion of the poll
participants were based outside of the UK, and so this country’s publication schedule does not necessarily
affect the local availability of a given novel for them.

(It’s been an interesting challenge: I had no idea how hard it was going to be to figure out the month in
which some of these books were published.)

So here’s the schedule:

February Bold as Love, by Gwyneth Jones
March The Speed of Dark, by Elizabeth Moon
April Natural History, by Justina Robson
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May The Time-Traveler’s Wife, by Audrey Niffennegger

June Maul, by Tricia Sullivan

July City of Pearl, by Karen Traviss

August  Life, by Gwyneth Jones

September Farthing, by Jo Walton

October  The Carhullan Army/Daughters of the North,by Sarah Hall
November Lavinia, by Ursula Le Guin

December Spirit, by Gwyneth Jones

Share this: StumbleUpon Digg

Posted in Book Discussion, Future Classics, SE. Tags: Books, womensf. 7 Comments »
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1. Female Empowerment Does NOT Equal Man Bashing! | Bitchie Life Says:
January 20. 2011 at 8:47 pm

[...] Reading Future Classics by Women « Torque Control [...]

2. Martin Says:
January 21,2011 at 11:33 am

This is brilliant, Shana. I will definitely be taking part in June and December.

3. iansales Says:
January 21,2011 at 3:50 pm

A few weeks ago, I decided to do the same, although I chose different books — see here. January’s
review is already up here.

4. Tansy Rayner Roberts Says:
January 22. 2011 at 5:38 am

It’s pretty awesome that the Justina Robson novel falls in April since that is the month she will be the
GOH at Swancon in Perth, Australia!

I’1l definitely be trying to join you for some of these, there are several I have been meaning to read,
and at least one on my To Read shelf right now...

5. A Year Of Reading Women « Everything Is Nice Says:
January 22,2011 at 1:13 pm

[...] of the blocks was Ian Sales and now Shana Worthen, the new editor of Vector, will be running a
monthly discussion group for each of the eleven novels on the future classics poll. So I'd like to treat
my year of [...]
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6. Shana Says:
January 22,2011 at 8:35 pm

Ian and Martin: It’s the year of book-of-the-month reading!
Tansy: What fortunate timing!

7. January Review Round-Up « Torque Control Says:
January 30. 2011 at 6:52 pm

[...] Reading Future Classics by Women [...]
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"Divining Light" by Ted Kosmatka
28 Weeks Later

Ancient Light by Mary Gentle

Flood by Stephen Baxter

Kelly Link (Wiscon panel transcript)

Lavinia by Ursula I.e Guin

Life by Gwyneth Jones

Lightborn by Tricia Sullivan

Matter by Iain M Banks

River of Gods by Ian McDonald

Swiftly by Adam Roberts

The 2009 Hugo Award short fiction nominees

The Ant King and Other Stories by Benjamin Rosenbaum
The City & The City by China Mieville

The King’s Last Song by Geoff Ryman

The language of fantasy (Worldcon 2009 panel notes)

« Autumn Short Story Club

o
o

2009 schedule and discussions
2010 schedule and discussions

« Baroque Cycle Reading Group

o
o
o

Book 1: Quicksilver
Book 2: King of the Vagabonds
Book 3: Odalisque

« BSFA Links
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BSFA News
Focus

Index
Matrix
Vector

« Earlier Reviews

O O 0O 0O 0O o 0O 0o

2009 Short Fiction (Strange Horizons. 2010)

Abercrombie. Joe: Best Served Cold (Strange Horizons. 2009)
Adolphsen, Peter: Machine

Allan, Nina: Four Stories

Anderson. Poul: The Broken Sword

Bacigalupi. Paolo: “Pop Squad”

Bacigalupi. Paolo: “The Gambler”

Bacigalupi, Paolo: The Windup Girl (Strange Horizons, 2009)
Barzak. Christopher: “The Guardian of the Egg”
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Baxter. Stephen: “The Siege of Earth”

Baxter. Stephen: Ark

Baxter, Stephen: Flood (IROSF. 2008)

Bear, Elizabeth and Bull. Emma: Shadow Unit, Season One
Beckett, Chris: Marcher (Strange Horizons, 2009)

Berman, Judith: Bear Daughter (Vector, 2006)

Beukes. Lauren: Zoo City

Block. Stefan Merrill: The Story of Forgetting

Bowes. Richard: “Dust Devil on a Quiet Street”

Bradley. Marion Zimmer: The Heritage of Hastur

Brunner. John: Stand on Zanzibar

Buckner. M.M.: Watermind

Budz. Mark: Idolon (Strange Horizons. 2006)

Cashore, Kristin: Graceling

Chabon. Michael: Maps and Legends (Fruitless Recursion, 2008)
Cornell, Paul: Human Nature

Cox. Andy: Interzone 2009

Crowther, Peter and Gevers. Nick: This is the Summer of Love
Cunningham. Michael: Specimen Days

Cusk, Rachel: Arlington Park

Dasgupta. Rana: Tokyo Cancelled

Datlow, Ellen: Subterranean 7

Desai, Kiran: The Inheritance of I.oss

di Filippo. Paul: “Femaville 29"

Doctorow, Cory: Little Brother

Duchamp. L. Timmel: “The World and Alice”

Duchamp. L. Timmel: The Grand Conversation (Coalescent, 2005)
Duncan, Hal: Vellum (Coalescent, 2005)

Durham. David Anthony: The Other L.ands (Acacia 2: Strange Horizons. 2010)
Durham, David Anthony: The War With The Mein (Acacia 1)
Egan. Greg: “Glory”

Evaristo. Bernadine: Blonde Roots

Film: Children of Men

Film: Serenity (Strange Horizons. 2005)

Fisk. Nicholas: Sweets from a Stranger

Five Space Operas (Coalescent, 2004)

Ford. Jeffrey: “The Night Whiskey”

Gentle. Mary: Golden Witchbreed

Gilman, Greer: “Down the Wall”

Goto. Hiromi: Hopeful Monsters

Grant, Gavin J.: “Yours, etc.”

Guo. Xiaolu: 20 Fragments of a Ravenous Youth

Guo. Xiaolu: A Concise Chinese-English Dictionary for L.overs
Guo. Xiaolu: UFO in Her Eyes

Hardinge. Frances: Fly by Night (Vector. 2006)

Hardinge. Frances: Gullstruck Island

Harkaway. Nick: The Gone-Away World

Harrell, Stephanie: “The Girl Reporter”

Hill, Joe: “Bobby Conroy Comes Back From the Dead”

Hill, Joe: 20th Century Ghosts (IROSF, 2006)
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Hunt, Samantha: The Invention of Everything Else (IROSF, 2009)
Ishiguro. Kazuo: Never Let Me Go (Coalescent. 2005)

Jah, Muhammad Husain (trans. Musharraf Ali Farooqi). Hoshruba: The LL.and and the Tilism
Jones. Gwneth: Kairos

Kay. Guy Gavriel: Under Heaven

Kelly. James Patrick and Kessel. John (eds.): Feeling Very Strange (Strange Horizons, 2006)
Kress, Nancy: Steal Across the Sky (Strange Horizons. 2009)

Kunzru, Hari: Transmission (Coalescent, 2004)
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Roberts. Adam: Yellow Blue Tibia
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Smith. Ali: The Whole Story and Other Stories (Coalescent 2005)
Stephenson. Neal: Anathem
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http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/09/08/evidence-of-love-in-a-case-of-abandonement/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/06/13/have-you-ever-been-here/
http://www.strangehorizons.com/reviews/2007/03/map_of_dreams_b-comments.shtml
http://web.archive.org/web/20041027003035/www.thealienonline.net/ao_030.asp?tid=2&scid=14&iid=2533
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2010/01/06/yellow-blue-tibia/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/09/17/legolas-does-the-dishes/
http://www.strangehorizons.com/reviews/2010/02/chasing_the_dra-comments.shtml
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2010/12/04/living-next-door-to-the-god-of-love-by-justina-robson-2005/
http://coalescent.livejournal.com/289848.html
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/10/23/the-adventures-of-alyx/
http://community.livejournal.com/instant_fanzine/161528.html
http://www.strangehorizons.com/reviews/2008/07/dreamers_of_the.shtml
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2009/06/19/forests-of-hands-and-teeth-and-bones/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/05/23/mundanezone/
http://www.bookslut.com/fiction/2006_07_009355.php
http://www.strangehorizons.com/reviews/2009/01/long_walks_last-comments.shtml
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/06/06/superpowers/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2009/12/24/the-girl-with-glass-feet/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2009/03/05/cat-country/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/12/20/salon-fantastique-the-lepidopterist/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/12/30/la-fee-verte/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2009/06/19/forests-of-hands-and-teeth-and-bones/#bones
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2007/09/06/hunger/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2009/06/03/the-woman-who-thought-she-was-a-planet/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2010/12/10/birdbrain/
http://coalescent.livejournal.com/306566.html
http://coalescent.livejournal.com/287380.html
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/08/18/anathem-2/
http://www.irosf.com/q/zine/article/10471
http://coalescent.livejournal.com/233193.html
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/11/06/story-notes-1/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/11/21/story-notes-2/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/12/17/story-notes-3/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2007/11/30/eclipse-1/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/07/11/the-best-science-fiction-and-fantasy-of-the-year-volume-2/
http://www.strangehorizons.com/reviews/2010/08/above_the_snowl-comments.shtml
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2007/10/10/swirsky-stories/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/02/20/alice-in-sunderland/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2007/05/10/a-matter-of-life-and-death/
http://www.irosf.com/q/zine/article/10559
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/12/23/salon-fantastique-my-travels-with-al-qaeda/
http://coalescent.livejournal.com/283952.html
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/11/08/the-color-of-neanderthal-eyes/
http://coalescent.livejournal.com/310498.html
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2009/02/14/dollhouse-ghost/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2010/01/17/dollhouse-the-hollow-men/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/10/04/heroes/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/12/30/my-science-fiction-life/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/11/14/the-martians-and-us/
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2006/11/30/the-end-of-the-world-as-we-know-it/

TV: The Martians and Us: Trouble in Paradise
TV: The West Wing: “The Debate” (Coalescent. 2005)
TV: Torchwood: Children of Earth
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Coffee & Ink
Conversational Reading
Critical Mass

Crooked Timber
Cultural I earnings
Dark Echo

Dead Cities

Deep Genre
Eagle’s Path

Ecstatic Days
Emerald City Blog

Endicott Redux
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Excessive Candour

Fantasy Book Critic
Fantasy Debut

Feminist SF — The Blog!
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John Jarrold

Lavinia Shadows

Lingua Fantastika
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Locus Roundtable
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Loud Thoughts
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Maud Newton
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The Antick Musings of G.B.H. Hornswoggler. Gent

The Art Department
The Bodhisattva

The Books of my Numberless Dreams
The Califa Police Gazette

The Difference Engine

The Elegant Variation

The Forbidden Planet International Blog Log
The Galaxy Express

The Genre Files

The Girl Detective

The Inter-Galactic Playground
The Literary Saloon

The Little Professor
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The Medium Is Not Enough
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The Mumpsimus
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The Pinnochio Theory
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The Speculative Scotsman
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The Story and the Truth
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UK SF Book News Network
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Urban Drift

Velcro City Tourist Board
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Waggish

Waiting for my Aineko
Welcome to my World
West of the Moon
What We Said
Whatever

When Gravity Fails
With Boots
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